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hension of the Kurradee Brahmin and
his family, who themselves were put to
death, whilst every priest of the sect was
expelled from the city of Poonah, and their
return forbidden by the heaviest penalties.
The Brahmins still sacrifice buffaloes
on the festival of the Dusrah, and adorn
them with flowers, gaily coloured cloths,
and a preparation of red and yellow
pigment; but during my own observa-
tion of the festival at Poonah, it seemed
little more than a simple merry-making
among the people, in which feasting
and mirth, quite overpowered the in-
fluence of religious observance. This
probably arose from the weakened power
of the priesthood, which has gradually
declined since the fall of the Peishwah,
and the establishment of British power
in his dominions ; and the chances are
many, that in a few years, nothing will
remain of the Dusrah, but its garlands
and feasting; and the blood-stained rites
of the sanguinary goddess will be remem-
bered only, as a tale of other days.